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House Bill 334 changes some of the provisions that govern child custody in cases where a parent is a service member who is or 
recently has been deployed. Two provisions have the potential to impact the court system. The first is the right to a custody hearing 
within 10 days after a service member requests the hearing after returning from deployment. Courts already frequently set these 
hearings on an expedited basis and this change will probably not have a significant impact on current practices. However, should a 
significant number of heaings be sought soon after the return of a large number of deployed service members, this may create 
scheduling problems.
The second possible impact involves internet testimony when a deployed parent wishes to participate in a custody hearing. The court 
can currently use this technology in the courts most likely to hear these cases (Anchorage, Faribanks and Palmer). Any associated 
costs are likely to be minor and can be absorbed without the need for additional funding.
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